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A MoUit within tboaowly fomod "i^aagua of Arab lationa" dltulgad tho 
following laforaatioa aftor a noting with tho umd aaftl on 10 «ia nary 1947 
la Cairo* it w aw oonflraod that tha haftl iw aapportiag tha fomatlon of 
tha now Laagua whloh la daalgaad to allow axpraaaloa of tho Arab uiioai no 
nationality (roapa, aahlndorod by fonalltlaa ouoh ao art confronting tho 
■Ltagaa of arab gtataot it waa laaimod that tho now body orlgiaatod la 
Iraq loot J« 1/ and waa lnaplrad by tho loftlot ladapandoneo rarty* Tho 
haftl dlooloood that ho will too a noot a roproaoatatlwo of tho hrltlah r or- 
olga Offico in Cairo to dlaewaa tho ralootlhlan qaootlon. 



la at riot ©oaf ldont tho haftl ahoo otatod that Shari Said of Iraq 
oall oa hla la Cairo during tho lattor half of waaaary in an offort to af foot 
an rapproohoMat bo t w ooa tho aafti and tho noohoaltoo. it wao point od oat 
that tho Urltioh art oatortalalng tho idoo of oxtoading ling Abdullah 'o la* 
fluaaoo oror tho oojaa at tha ojqpoaoo of lbn Sand, who would bo forood taro - 
tiro to tho hojd, providing oaoh a plan io roaliaod. it waa lntlaatod that 
tho urltloh aro oooking out tho approval of tho auftl to ouoh a plan and 
la tan will grant hla froodon of activity* 
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SOURCE Faragragihr 1-5 frar tines Moolaw with close contacts In eovwit circles, 
tec of ebon ere well acquainted with Arab affaire* Paragraphs 6 end 7 tram 
e source with good oooteots In Arab nationalist circles* 



I# to visiting Arab leaders the Oread Mufti oontlanee to deplore the end 
9-3 elate of Axcb affaire* He telle his listeners to «*—**-» ell tope la Urn 
Arab League for the defence of the Arab cause in Palestine and eXaewhare, 
pointing out that the League had failed to take action on Palestine, 
although this question had been on its aganrta in October, HutwIit end 
Deoesber 19W* Another League failure, according to the Mufti, bee bean 
the League's inaction In the Alexandre! te (Betsy; contro versy , which bed 
been quietly stricken tram its agenda br the Secsetery^Ocmnil, la mpooN 
to a British leecMeudatiaa* 



^yMW r Cccpapt< This rsfer^n oe to the Ha tay is apparently ealcolate d to open! 
ho Syria, ®ieh appears to be lending support to the dread Mufti* Prior to 
returning to his native Syria, Joall Mardau, fonor Mlnleter to Xgypt md txm 
triam Mini ste r , aonsultud the Qrand Mufti on tbeee natters end pledged p oopn e t lau 
It is also reported that upon his arrival In Cairo on 1 January lpltf, tlyad 
Fremier «f Lebuam, culled upon the Mufti at bis bone In Zeytm or !; January mi 
rmsTforl the pled^o ^iver to the Kr-ftl by J aaal todsb 



Zm The Qraod Mufti also main tains thit the "Greater Syria" project and the 
B-3 propoae3. for a union of Iraq and Vkwne-Jordsn t h rea t so the cadet snos of 
the Arab Ue gue> In addition, he points to oonstont intripaea by 
Op-mist agents, the unooe yr oe d Laiag attitude of *3utay, mad complications 
presented by the unstable political structure la Lebanon cedog to its 
large Christian eXaasnt* 7 

3* Because of tbeee undercurrents, the Grand Mufti predicts that the Leegue 
B-3 is dooaed to disintegration, in spite of ell the beet British effort#,— 
a contingency which he relishes with unconcealed jddlottok tor this 
reason he wishes to prepare Arab youth to asm— the reeponeibllitiee of 
the League la leading the destinies of the Aiwb world when Mm oeoaeion 
arises. This has brought about his efforts to establish a new Leegue 
of Arab Battens (See Report Ho* 3CV»3170«) 
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lu Truing the origin of the League, the Oread Mufti relates 
BO that the project bed long rspslned *n Arab drean# which was 
not fulfilled until the British acceded to its organisation 
la accordance with their oomgrtlon, although it had bom 
under consideration by the British since 1922# At that 
tine, they Induced the late King Faysal of Iraq to sponsor 
the project* repeal dispatched Hurl al-Sa*id iron Iraq to 
Egypt to negotiate with representative of the late King Vn'mU 
Althougi eons p r o g re ss cue node in this direction, the obscure 
poli tical cutl/ok of the Egyptian Revolution (3a'd Zagfalnl'e 
period) censed the plan to fail* British policy. h wm r, 



then Egyptian Print Minister, who aspired to the leadership 
of the Arab world* Hie dlenrieeal from the yv e r me nt and 
the wlthdreaal of British support ended his illusions* With 
the advent of Abd-aX-ftataas •A li e n as 3ecretory*Oeneral of tbs 
League, the Arabs sere treated to a rude awakening. It then 
beciBM a p p are n t to their leaders that the League was intended 
Ibr the ultlnete designs of British dlploa&qr. 

The Gbrend Uufti also aeaerta that the Soviet Union end PTance 
disapprove of the conduct of the Arab League because thee* tec 
nations an convinced that it is a political Instrunant controlled 
by the British* As to the U*3., its stand le c ber e cte arlssd 
tr eienliav. although Anarloa dlslihes British aeondenor In the 
Arab world, it cultivates friendly relations and bachs the British 
fbr tepewy expediency, According to the Grand LSuftl, the U.S* 
hopes eons day to secure oontrol of the TSagie In order to wg gwrt 
Anerloen econoodo end polltloal interests In the Middle But, 
particularly , tbs existing and p r o pos ed pipe Lines In Palestine 
and Saadi Arabia. 

The Mufti Is said to have stated that Burl 5a' Id of Iraq could 
cell on bln In Cairo during the latter half of Joinery 19UT 
la an effort to effect a xapprorfunant b etv en the Mufti and 
the Has hi wl taw* It sis pointed out that the British are 

—4 ng the idea of **+»tw<fn g ting Abdallah's in fluenc e 
over the flejaa at the expanse of Ibn Baud, who would be forced 
to retire to the Hejd, providing such a plan la realised* 

It was intimated that the British are seeking the ttxfti's approval of 
such a plan and. In tom, sill grant Mm freedom of activity. 

the Mufti is reported as stating that Britain rill back fthi at Eat— i 
•A mum, Secretar^Geaaral of the League of Arab states, ae head 
of Tripoli. It is generally known t>**t Britain la hoping to 
install the Saonssl ae Bair of Qyrenaioa* 



Washington rnaewnt ; A-69Uil, distributed on 10 July 19U6 
isporiei that the"TSrltlsh sere fostering a plan to 
place Abd-al-Rafanai 'Aswan at the bead of Libya, 
after detaching him fmn the Ardb League* 
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